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Benjamin Franklin Writer's Award
Judging Criteria:

· Each document will have a three-person panel evaluate it.

· Each panel will evaluate and score all entries assigned for their review.

· Each panel will consist of at least one editor and one writer, with the third panelist, either a second editor or writer or a journalist or other person with fire service related to the category. Each judging panel will receive an orientation from the Benjamin Franklin Writer's Award committee chair regarding the judging process and criteria.

· Each entry is judged according to six criteria, each with 15 points (total of 95 points).

· Each panelist will add up to 10 points to each entry based on their overall view of the merits of the document to America's fire service history.

· Each panel will have up to 4 weeks to review all submissions assigned for their review, and then submit numerical scores to the awards judging coordinator. Scores will be summarized with comments and e-mailed to panelists to review in a zoom conference call and confer on final scores.

· Each panel will be convened via conference call to deliberate and reach a consensus on the final score for each entry nominated.

· To be considered for a nomination certificate, an entry must have a minimum average score of 60 (on a 100-point scale) from all three panelists.

· Nominations receiving a score of 90 or higher will receive the Gold Medal. Nominations receiving a score of 80-89 will receive the Silver Medal. Nominations receiving a score of 70 – 79 will receive the Bronze Medal. Nominations receiving a score between 60 and 69 will receive a "Nominated" certificate.

· Each team of panelists will make a summative statement from their comments regarding the merits of the publication and rationale for the award. This statement and copy of the document will be kept in the archives with the award history.


Judges Instructions:    Internal Application Scoring
Publication Name:   

	Criteria
	Total Points out of 15

	Aspect


	 

	Impact


	 

	Content Quality and Accuracy


	 

	Ability to Stand Out


	 

	Readership/Circulation


	 

	Creative/Unique Approach


	 



Scoring Scale for Overall Value to Fire History

Little Value                 	    1 2 3                      	Base Points:	     _____
Considerable Value 	    4 5 6 7 		Total Score:          _____                  
Major Value 		    8 9 10                    

Award Determination:    --------------                         
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